
Visit www.bradford.gov.uk/summer for details 
of all our events happening this summer

Lots ofFREEactivities & events throughout  the summer  holidays 

Your guide to what’s on & where to go – Summer 2021!



Free Summer activity 
programme

at a park 
near you

Available for young people across Bradford District
This summer Bradford Council is participating in the 
government’s Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF). 
Free places at holiday clubs will be available for children and 
young people eligible who are eligible for benefits-related free 
school meals.

Bradford Council is working with local schools and voluntary 
and community organisations to provide the HAF programme. 
The free places are funded by the Department for Education. 

Children will be able to access a variety of clubs throughout 
the summer holidays, including specific provisions available 
for children with SEND or additional needs. The sessions will 
include a variety of fun activities, including sports, music, arts 

A family-friendly programme of free cultural and 
sporting events and activities taking place across  
the Bradford District throughout the school holidays. 
This exciting programme includes live theatre, music, film 
and much more, with acrobatic displays on the canals, 
poetry in car parks and vibrant street-art, all set to unlock  
imaginations across the district this summer.  
Summer Unlocked will bring to life the public spaces that 
have become so important to all of us during the lockdown 
months - our streets, neighbourhoods and civic spaces, our 
moors, our gardens and our parks.
Brought to you by Bradford Council, The Leap and 
Bradford 2025 this captivating programme of hyper-local, 
safe and playful cultural events aims to create moments of  
      surprise, activation, celebration and reflection.  
       Browse the programme and find out more at  
          www.visitbradford.com/SummerUnlocked

Our teams will be out and about every 
day visiting different local parks and 
green spaces. 
Activities will include climbing tower, 
bouncy castles, sports games and 
coaching, dance sessions, den building, 
along with a selection of storytelling, face 
painting, and arts and crafts on most 
days.

Come and join us for some free 
summer fun!

Check out our website for which park we 
will be visiting each day  
www.bradford.gov.uk/summer

and other exciting opportunities to learn and develop skills, 
alongside a nutritious meal each day. 

The local programme is due to launch in July. 
Parents and carers who think their children and young  
people might benefit from free holiday clubs should speak to 
their school.  



l  Bowling Pool  
Tel: 01274 431750 
Flockton Road,  
Bradford BD4 7RY

l  Eccleshill Pool  
Tel: 01274 612329 
Harrogate Road,  
Bradford BD10 0QE

l  Ilkley Pool 
Tel: 01943 436201 
Denton Road, Ilkley  
LS29 0BZ

l Sedburgh SC Pool  
 Tel: 01274 434701 
 Cleckheaton Road,  
 Low Moor, Bradford BD12 0QH

l  Shipley Pool  
Tel: 01274 437162 
Alexandra Road,  
Shipley BD18 3ER

l  The Leisure Centre, Keighley 
Tel: 01535 618585 
Hard Ings Rd, Victoria Park,  
Keighley BD21 3JN

Swimming
Please contact your local pool to find out details of the different swimming sessions which may 
be available dependant on the COVID-19 Government guidelines. Hopefully, these will include 
inflatable sessions, fun swims, fun splash and more….. in addition to swimming!

Children in Swimming Pools 
Policy applies at all times. 
Children under 8 years must 
be  accompanied by an adult. 
Children aged 4 to 7 ratio 
is 1 adult to 2 children. We 
strongly recommend children 
under 4 to be supervised on a 
1:1 basis. An adult is anyone 
16 years and over.

www.bradford.gov.uk/swimming

Rock and Trail from Baildon Recreation Centre –
mountain bike rides around the Aire Valley; Climbing, Scrambling and 
Bouldering on local crags – Family Rides and Multi Activity Days 

Scenic Walks Explore the District and the Dales – 
Bradford District Millennium Way Walks; Dales Spectacular; 
Navigation in local countryside and Orienteering – for families  
and groups

Shipley Pool  01274 437162
SWIMMING LESSONS  
Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri:  
Mon 26th July to Fri 30th July,
Mon 9th August to Fri 27th August
9am – 11am
4 day intensive lessons only £21.60 
(£17.28 BLC) beginners & improvers
DIVING LESSONS 
Mon – Fri:   
8.45am – 10.45am
£33.40 (£26.75 BLC) per week - over 
8 years old, must be able to swim 
25m confidently
INTRODUCTION TO ROOKIE 
LIFEGUARD  
Mon 9th August to Fri 13th August:  
10.30am – 11.30am
£33.40 (£26.75 BLC) per week – over 
8 years old, must be able  
to swim 25m confidently 

Bowling Pool  01274 431750
SWIMMING LESSONS  
Mon 26th July to Fri 30th July,
Mon 2nd August to Fri 6th August:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday 9am – 11.30am
4 day intensive lessons only £21.60 
(£17.28 BLC) beginners & improvers

Eccleshill Pool  01274 612329
SWIMMING LESSONS  
Mon 26th July to Thu 29th July:
10am – 10.30am &  
10.30am – 11am
4 day intensive lessons only £21.60 
(£17.28 BLC) beginners & improvers

Keighley Pool  01535 618585
SWIMMING LESSONS  
Mon 26th July to Fri 30th July,
Mon 2nd August to Fri 6th August:
9am – 9.30am
5 day intensive lessons only £27.00 
(21.60 BLC), beginners & improvers

Ilkley Pool  01943 436201
SWIMMING LESSONS  
Mon 2nd August to Fri 6th August,
Mon 16th August to Fri 20th 
August:
9am – 12noon
5 day intensive lessons only £27.00 
(21.60 BLC), beginners, improvers & 
advanced

Contact reception 
at the pool of 
your choice 
LIMITED 
PLACES 

AVAILABLE

Adventure
There’s a wide range of different outdoor adventurous 
activity courses and adventure days throughout the 
holidays. If you’ve done it before or just want to try it out 
– from climbing, to cycling to hiking - there’s something 
for everyone.

Information/online booking: 
www.bradford.gov.uk/

adventure 

BLC = Bradford Leisure 
Card holders



The starts on
SATURDAY 10th JULYFUN

Bradford Libraries are inviting all children between 
4 to 12 years-old to take the challenge to read for 
pleasure during the summer holidays. By providing 
fun reading activities the Summer Reading Challenge 
will also play a key role in supporting reading 
catch-up after a difficult year.
This year’s theme – Wild World Heroes -  in partnership 
with the Reading Agency and the World Wildlife Fund, will 
                 inspire children to celebrate nature and wildlife,  
                  think about the environment and explore ways  
                   of standing up for the planet.
                   The Summer Reading Challenge is free to 
                            join for library members and will be  
                          available at all libraries within the  
                         Bradford district. If you haven’t got a  
                         library card, join online today at  
                         www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries 

Children who join the Summer Reading Challenge 
will receive a Wild World Heroes kit bag, complete 
with reading poster, stickers and bookmark. The  

Challenge is to read between one and six library books during the 
summer, with all children participating receiving a Wild World Heroes 

Certificate and Medal in September via their school. You can collect your kit bag 
via our Order and Collect service or by visiting your local library to select books.  
Just mention that you would like to register for the Summer Reading Challenge 
- give your library card number; your name and school and you’ll be ready to be a 
Wild World Hero. 



One of our summer highlights will be to welcome 
back to our libraries ZooLab. This summer’s 
workshop ‘Naturetown’ is linked to the theme of 
the Summer Reading Challenge. ‘Naturetown’ is 
not just a story but a rhyming adventure, following 
eco-warriors in a crusade to help their local wildlife.
This tale investigates issues of plastic pollution, 
deforestation and litter; teaching us about 
alternatives such as recycling, composting and 
habitat creations, to reinforce what we can do to 
protect and care for our animal neighbours.
We have eight live workshops at our libraries and 
two online events, all featuring live animals such as: 
stick insects, tarantula, scorpion, corn snake, giant 
millipedes, cockroaches, giant African land snail, 
tree frog and rat. The animals used on the  
day may vary slightly. Suitable for ages  
4 - 11.

There are free library events throughout the summer 
including Grow Your Own Sunflower; Make a Butterfly 
Feeder; Performance Poetry from Irene Lofthouse and 
environmentally-themed persuasive & creative writing 
workshops with Explore Learning, along with virtual 
coding workshops. Booking is essential for all events 
and places are limited. Register to receive our online 
library newsletter at www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries 
for event dates & times along with booking details or 
visit our webpages for information and updates.

‘Naturetown’ Workshop 
  with Zoolab

ONLINE WORKSHOPS: 
Tuesday 27th July 2pm 
Wednesday 25th August 2pm

Monday 2nd August 
3.30pm Menston Library

Tuesday 3rd August  
1.30pm Wyke Library

Thursday 5th August  
2.30pm Heaton Hub Library

Wednesday 11th August  
3.30pm Shipley Library

Thursday 12th August  
1.30pm Eccleshill Library

Tuesday 17th August  
3.30pm Burley Library

Wednesday 18th August  
11.05am Keighley Library

Thursday 19th August  
3.30pm City Library

Sessions are 55 minutes long and are fully risk assessed.

For all workshops booking is essential 
and places are limited. Children must 
be registered on the Summer Reading 

Challenge and accompanied by one adult 
only. Booking is via the relevant library, 
visit www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries for 

library phone numbers and  
opening hours.  

All events are subject to current Covid-19 
guidelines and may be subject to change. 



Useful library contact details:

Our Teddy Bear Picnics will take place outside to 
adhere to library guidelines on Covid-19 safety.
Please book your place by calling in to the relevant 
library.
13th July at 9.30am – Laisterdyke Library 
In the library garden 
22nd July at 11am – City Library 
Outside the library in Centenary Square
3rd Aug at 2pm – Shipley Library 
In the library garden
4th Aug at 10.30am – Manningham Library 
In the library garden
4th Aug at 11am – Thornton Library 
Outside the library

If you go down to your library today, you’re sure 
of a big surprise… your little one and their favourite teddy 
(or two!) will have a lovely time at these exciting family events.  
Please book early to avoid disappointment.  Why not bring along 
your own picnic blanket, snacks and drinks.  Entertainment will 
be provided with interactive storytelling, crafts and much more!

9th Aug at 2.15pm – Wibsey Library  
Fairfield on North Street 
16th Aug at 11.30am – Clayton Library 
In the library garden
23rd Aug at 11am – Burley Library 
In Burley Park next to library
31st Aug at 11am – Wyke Library 
Outside the library
 
Twitter: @bradfordlibs247
Facebook: @bradfordlibraries
Website: www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries

Teddy Bears 
Picnics

Addingham Library  
Tel: 01943 436230  
Email: addinghamcommunitylibrary@live.co.uk
Allerton Library  
Tel: 07582 101171  
Email: info@cafewest.org.uk
Baildon Library  
Tel: 01274 581425  
Email: baildon.library@bradford.gov.uk
Bingley Library  
Tel: 01274 438780  
Email: bingley.library@bradford.gov.uk
Bolling Hall Library  
Tel: 07582 108216  
Email: BollingHall.Library@gmail.com
Burley Library  
Tel: 01943 863714 Email: burleylibrary@ 
gmail.com
City Library  
Tel: 01274 433600  
Email: city.library@bradford.gov.uk
Clayton Library  
Tel: 01274 880689  
Email: clayton.library@bradford.gov.uk
Denholme Library  
Tel: 07743 228797  
Email: denholmelibrary2018@gmail.com
Eccleshill Library  
Tel: 01274 431544  
Email: eccleshill.library@bradford.gov.uk

Great Horton Village Hall  
Tel: 01274 431583  
Email: greathortonlibrary@gmail.com
Heaton Hub  
Tel: 07582 102546  
Email: heatonhub@gmail.com
Holme Wood Library  
Tel: 01274 684012  
Email: holmewoodlibrary@gmail.com
Idle Library  
Tel: 01274 952057  
Email: idle.library@incic.co.uk
Ilkley Library  
Tel: 01943 436225  
Email: ilkley.library@bradford.gov.uk
Keighley Library  
Tel: 01535 618212  
Email: keighley.library@bradford.gov.uk
Laisterdyke Library  
Tel: 01274 434724  
Email: laisterdyke.library@bradford.gov.uk
Manningham Library  
Tel: 01274 435353 
Email: manningham.library@bradford.gov.uk
Menston Library  
Tel: 01943 876539  
Email: menston.library@gmail.com
Queensbury Library  
Tel: 07582 109225  
Email: queensburylibrary@gmail.com

Shipley Library  
Tel: 01274 437150  
Email: shipley.library@bradford.gov.uk
Silsden Library  
Tel: 01535 654131  
Email: silsdenlibrary@gmail.com
St. Augustine’s Library  
Tel: 07582 101136  
Email: st.augustineslib@gmail.com
Thornbury Library  
Tel: 01274 666984  
Email: thornburycommunitylibrary01@ 
gmail.com
Thornton Library  
Tel: 01274 833442  
Email: thorntonlibrary1@gmail.com
Wibsey Library  
Tel: 01274 435446  
Email: wibsey.library@bradford.gov.uk
Wilsden Library  
Tel: 07485 118026  
Email: libraryWVH@btconnect.com
Wrose Library  
Tel: 01274 592570  
Email: LibraryWrose@gmail.com
Wyke Library  
Tel: 01274 431598  
Email: wyke.library@bradford.gov.uk



Nature Performance Poetry  
with Irene Lofthouse
Join Irene Lofthouse for 30 minutes of poetry 
performance exploring and celebrating the wonders of 
nature and wildlife. Suitable for children 5 to 9 year-
olds. Includes a nature silhouette to take home and 
colour. All sessions must be booked directly with the 
library. Limited places available and children must be 
registered onto the Summer Reading Challenge.

Monday 16th August 
11am – 11.30am Thornton Library  Tel: 01274 833442 
1pm – 1.30pm Menston Library  Tel: 01943 876539 
2.30pm – 3pm Burley Library  Tel: 01943 863714

Tuesday 17th August 
11am – 11.30am Manningham Library  Tel: 01274 435353 
1pm – 1.30pm Wyke Library  Tel: 01274 431598 
2.30pm – 3pm Eccleshill Library Tel: 01274 431544

Thursday 19th August 
11am – 11.30am Great Horton Library  Tel: 01274 431583 
2.30pm – 3pm Laisterdyke Library  Tel: 01274 434724

Environmentally Themed Creative 
Writing Workshops  
with Explore Learning
All workshops at City Library. Book directly with 
Explore Learning  Tel: 01274 800762 via Eventbrite. 
Limited places and all children must be registered on the 
Summer Reading Challenge.

‘Rubbish Dump’ Creative Writing  
(Suitable for 10 – 11 years) 
Thursday 5th August 2021 11.30am City Library

Find out how to use vocabulary related to the topic 
of waste and recycling; create a leaflet that conveys 
the importance of reducing, re-using, or recycling and 
understand the features of using persuasive writing.

‘Jungle’ Creative Writing  
(Suitable for 6 – 7 years) 
Thursday 12th August 2021 11.30am City Library

Learn how to describe what different animals look like; 
imagine a setting based on how it sounds and write a 
description using several different senses.

‘Desert’ Creative Writing  
(Suitable for 8 – 9 years) 
Thursday 12th August 2021 1pm City Library

Learn how to use your 5 senses to describe a desert 
scene; how to use language techniques such as 
similes, metaphors and onomatopoeia to enhance 
writing and how to write a short story about the desert.

Writing and Poetry



Bolling Hall Museum
Brompton Avenue, East Bowling, Bradford, BD4 7LP 
Tel: 01274 431814

Visit Bradford Museums & Galleries this summer and discover the rich history of our district

FREE

ADMISSION 

Donations

welcome 

If you’re planning a visit to one of our four 
exciting venues, then check  
www.bradfordmuseums.org for opening 
times and the most up-to date information on 
Covid-Secure precautions, additional events or 
new displays. Keep an eye out for some outdoor 
pop-up activities we’re busy planning.

If you’re having a stay-at-home day, you can try 
our online activities. Find them at https://www.
bradfordmuseums.org/blog/ 
  inspire-me-to/ – We have a whole range of activity  
   sheets for you to explore – ‘move like you’re in a  
    fairy tale’ or ‘draw like Hockney’ and many more… 
Why not pick a different one each week to try?

Travel back in time with a visit to Bolling Hall as you 
walk through the building and uncover its exciting history.  
Outside, the gardens with a canopy of trees  are a perfect 
place to watch nature, explore and draw – and picnic!
You can pick up one of our ‘Explore and Draw’ free family 
pack, to help explore the Hall and Grounds!  

Discover Bradford’s industrial history, including the story 
of Bradford’s textile industry. Explore the transport gallery 
with a full size steam engine, a tram, trolley bus, and 
Bradford-made cars and motorbikes. 
We’ve even got Sir Captain Tom Moore’s motorbike on 
display!
‘Explore and Draw’ free family activities to pick up 
(available whilst stock lasts), designed to help you explore 
the site and its grounds. And you can bring a picnic to enjoy 
onsite too.

Bradford Industrial Museum
Moorside Mills, Moorside Road, Bradford BD2 3HP 
Tel: 01274 435900

It’s a bit 
different 

this 
summer



Explore Jadughor: The Magic Room at Cartwright Hall, a 
room of wonder and curiosity created with objects and artwork 
from Bradford’s museum collections. Find Green Lane’s ‘Top 
of Town Project’ a 3D Map made with artist Naseem Darbey 
or imagine jumping into David Hockney’s swimming pool!
Also available are ‘Explore and Draw’ free family activities to 
pick up (whilst stock lasts) 

OUTSIDE IN LISTER PARK

Find Fairies and Dinosaurs 
Take advantage of the ‘Love Exploring App’ and start  
looking for Digital dinosaurs and fairies! 
They can be found all around the Park – so download  
the app and get started! (available from the Google  
Play Store or the Apple store)
Don’t forget to look for the new play area. And if you 
forgot to bring a picnic with you to enjoy in lovely Lister 
park – why not visit our Refreshment Room café?

Upstairs the bees are back in their hive for the summer, 
and the rest of Cliffe Castle is full to the brim of interesting 
items.  In our amazing Natural History Gallery (in the old 
Ballroom!), you can find out about wasps, spiders and all sort 
of creatures.
A ‘Nursery Rhyme’ exhibition is hidden through the building , 
so you can learn about the history behind some of favourite 
rhymes – or go ‘Mother Goose’ spotting -  we’ve hidden quite 
a few around the place…How many can you find? 
Explore and Draw’ free family activities to pick up (available 
whilst stock lasts)
With the gorgeous Cliffe Castle Park surrounding the 
museum, there’s lots of places just perfect for a picnic lunch.  
Don’t worry if you forget to bring a picnic, you can always pop 
up to the Pavilion Café, which over looks  our playpark.

Cartwright Hall Art Gallery
Lister Park, Bradford, BD9 4NS 
Tel: 01274 431212

Cliffe Castle Museum
Spring Gardens Lane, Keighley BD20 6LH 
Tel: 01535 618231

Free wi-fi 
in Bradford 

Museums and 

Libraries ask at 

reception for  

log in details



Better Start Bradford and its projects are running lots of free 
fun events for families with babies and children under 3 this summer.

Check out the website for more information  
www.betterstartbradford.org.uk
Or download our new app which has easy access to our  
events calendar, with hundreds of free events and activities.

Bradford Council is working hard over the summer to improve its information about 
services and activities for children, young people and families. We want to make sure 
that there is lots of useful information for you, that it is easy to use and held all in one 
place! 
Please look out for the launch of the new directory on the Bradford Council website and 
of course we will update on social media. If you need any help over the summer to find 
activities and things to do you can call us on 01274 437503.



Bring your pedometer to  
the University of Fun!  
We want to get everyone up and moving this summer which is 
why we are giving you a free pedometer! Being active everyday 
helps you to be fit and healthy and it’s also lots of fun.
Children in nursery and up to year 4 will each receive a clip 
on belt pedometer which will simply count steps. Children in 
years 5 & 6 will receive a wrist pedometer that offers some 
more functions. (There may be some extra wrist pedometers 
available at the sessions).
Use your pedometer to see how many steps you take each day 
and bring it along to the University of Fun sessions  
during the summer holidays. There will be games where  
you can use your pedometer to win a prize, so make sure you 
bring it along to the sessions.
You don’t have to walk, run or cycle, there are lots of ways to 
be active but if you are stuck for ideas you can join our  
20 Minute Movement to help get you started visit our  
website to find out more. 
You can also ask older brothers and sisters, or your parents to 
find us on social media to see what others are doing for their  
20 minutes of activity a day, find us using  
#20MinMovement 
www.mylivingwell.co.uk
      @MyLivingWell1
See more details on page 2 about the  
HAF programme.

23rd July – 5th December
Join us at the National Science and Media Museum for 
a series of exhibitions and events exploring sound.
Sound is all around us. It fills our world and has 
movement, shape and energy. It can bring us joy and 
help us better understand each other—all without ever 
being seen. This summer, come and visit our new 
interactive family exhibition Boom: Experiments in 
Sound and see the science of sound come alive. How 
are sound waves made? How do they move? Learn 
how sound helps us to understand our world, then 
experiment and play with sound yourself!

Get-Fit – Smart Watch 
Silicone Smart Watch with Metal Buckle, push 
buttons to change settings, 5 digit LED display 

featuring time, alarm, step count and burnt calories.

Clip-On. Step Counter Pedometer 
Counts steps only. Multiple colours 
available.

SOUND 
SEASON



Can true love survive and the handsome Prince 
Charming break the evil godmothers spell? Can 
Aurora’s hilarious best friend Muddles help save the 
town and who will outwit the evil Enchantress and foil 
her wicked plans?
With magic, music, comedy and special effects, 
Sleeping Beauty is the pantomime of your dreams.

Brainiac Live
St George’s Hall 
3 August at 2pm
Tickets £16.50 
Running time 1 hour

Gangsta  
Granny
Alhambra Theatre
30 September to  
2 October 
Tickets £21 to £19  Running time 1 hour 50 mins

Sleeping  
Beauty  
Pantomime
Alhambra Theatre
11 December to  
16 January 
Tickets from £41.50 to £16.50

Strap on your safety goggles boys and girls! The 
most outrageous live science show with exploding 
dustbins, combusting microwaves, live daredevils 
stunts and all the experiments you’re not allowed to 
do at home.

It’s Friday night and Ben knows that means only one 
thing – staying with Granny! But what Ben doesn’t 
know is that Granny has a secret – and Friday nights 
are about to get more exciting than he could ever 
imagine, as he embarks on the adventure of a lifetime 
with his very own Gangsta Granny!

Theatres: 

Book now by calling the Box 
Office on  

01274 432000 
or by visiting 

bradford-theatres.co.uk

Bradford Family Film Fiesta 2021 

As part of Bradford’s Summer Unlocked programme, 
Bradford UNESCO City of Film and partners will be 
hosting a range of free and subsidised filmed screenings 
throughout August.
Free family films will be screened on the Bradford Big 
Screen every Wednesday in August starting at 11am. There 
will also be a number of screenings at community cinemas 
across the Bradford District and special offers on some Imax 
films at the National Science and Media Museum.
For full listings and more details please visit  
www.bradford.film 

All prices shown include booking fees, but are subject to 
postage charge if applicable

The wording in this publication can be made available in other
formats such as large print and Braille. Please call 01274 437780.

All details were correct at time of going to print. Please check with individual venues before setting off.


