
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bradford district’s strategy for children 

and young people with special educational 

needs and disabilities (SEND) 2018-2022 

Our plan 
This plan sets out the most important things we need to do to improve how we 

support children and young people with Special Educational Needs and/or 

Disabilities in our district from 2018 to 2022. 

We are working with many people to make changes for the better. This includes:   

 Children and young people with SEND, their parents or carers and 

families  

 Schools and colleges 

 Professionals in the health services, social services 

 Voluntary organisations 
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What do we want to do? 
We want to make sure that: 

‘We improve the outcomes for all children and young people with SEND in 

Bradford District, so that they flourish and reach their potential.’ 

We will focus on important points in a child’s life and on life outside of school and 

colleges. We want to support children and young people to: 

 enjoy play and leisure activities 

 to be as independent and healthy as possible 

 be ready for adulthood  

 have opportunities for work. 

 

Why do we need a plan? 
We have more children and young people in Bradford and also more children and 

young people with SEND. In 2008 the number of children and young people in 

school was 86,623 in 2018 it was 100,704.  

 

This means we have more children and young people who need special places in 

schools that can meet their needs.  

 

It also means more children need support from other specialists who work in our 

health services, social care services and other organisations.  

 

We want to make sure that children and young people are educated and provided for 

in Bradford, close to their families and communities. But we do know that sometimes 

this is not always possible.  

 

Why do we need more special school places?  
Bradford supports children and young people with SEND in many types of schools. 
These include special schools and mainstream schools that have special centres for 
children and young people who may have a hearing impairment, a visual impairment, 
or with autism or other needs.  
 
In May 2017, 1,093 children and young people attended a special school in Bradford. 
In four years time we think this number will be about 1,420. We are working to 
increase places in our special schools.   
 
We plan to have a new school opening by September 2021 for children and young 
people with social, emotional and mental health needs. This will be for 72 pupils who 
are 10-19 years old.  
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How will we work with you? 

We have seven main ways in which we want to work so we can provide the best 

services for children, young people and families. 

We want to listen to children and young people, parents and carers. 
We want to involve them in planning what we do, listen to their views 
and act upon what they tell us.  We also want to provide useful 
information for them in one place. 

We want to identify children and young people with SEND as quickly 
as possible so their needs can be met and we make improvements for 
them. This is something we need to do by law. 

We want to provide enough high quality services so that children and 
their families feel supported and are included within their community. 

We want to make sure the services you get are monitored. This way 
we will know they are the ones that  improve the lives of children, 
young people and their families. 

We want to make sure all major changes for children and young 
people will be well planned to ensure a smooth pathway through a 
child's life. For example from home or pre-school into primary school 
and from primary into secondary school,  and then into college, 
apprenticeships or work.  

We want all the organisations and teams involved to work together to 
improve outcomes for children and young people with SEND. 

The Council, health services and partners will work closely together 
so when we buy services for you, they are the right ones. We want to 
spend the money we have in the best way possible and be clear what 
everyone does. 
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How will we make it happen? 
We want the people who provide services for children and young people with SEND 
to work closely together. And we want to get more involvement from parents and 
carers and young people. 

The SEND Strategic Partnership Board is a group of people who meet to make sure 
all the things we have said we will do in the strategy happen.  
 
Members of the Board will include: The Parents’ Forum; headteachers; senior 
leaders from education and social care; public health; the health services; healthcare 
professionals and the voluntary sector.  
 
The owners of this strategy are: 

 

Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe Leader of Bradford Council 

Cllr Imran Khan Portfolio holder - Education, Employment and Skills 

Michael Jameson Strategic Director, Children’s Services 

Bev Maybury Strategic Director, Health and Well Being 

Helen Hirst Chief Officer, NHS Bradford Districts and City CCGs 

Dr Akram Khan Clinical Chair NHS Bradford City CCG 

Dr Andy Withers Clinical Chair NHS Bradford Districts CCG 

Dr James Thomas Clinical Chair NHS Airedale, Wharfedale & Craven CCG 

Michael Firth Acting Chair, The Parents’ Forum for Bradford And Airedale 

More information about our plans is available in the full strategy 

which is on the Council’s website. 

https://bradford.moderngov.co.uk/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=161

